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Southwest Ohio school board member to become president of state association

COLUMBUS — Current Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) President-elect John Pennycuff will become the new OSBA president on Jan. 1, 2010. 

Pennycuff has been a Winton Woods City Schools board member for 20 years, serving eight years as board president and 11 years as vice president. He also has been Winton Woods City’s legislative liaison to OSBA the entire time he has been on the school board.

He has held a host of OSBA leadership positions. The veteran board member belongs to the association’s Board of Trustees and Executive Committee, Student Achievement Leadership Team, and Conference Planning Committee, and chairs the Federal Relations Network and Legislative Platform Committee. He also serves on the OSBA Southwest Region Executive Committee and was that region’s president in 2006. 

A multiple recipient of the OSBA Award of Achievement, Pennycuff was selected to be part of the association’s Board Member Cabinet that meets to discuss statewide education issues with Gov. Ted Strickland, his top aides and Ohio Department of Education leaders. He is a strong advocate for public education at the national, state and local levels. 

His contributions to his school district and community include founding an education foundation to support innovative student programs; helping create the Youth Motivational Learning Center that provides free after-school tutoring; providing critical support to several United Way and Fine Arts Fund campaigns; and serving on the boards of the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education, the Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis Club and High Schools That Work, Southwest Ohio. 
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Pennycuff earned his bachelor’s degree in physics from Berea College and served in the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam War era. He rose to the rank of captain before returning to civilian life.

The retired Proctor & Gamble executive lives in Cincinnati with his wife of 46 years, Mary. They have two children and four grandchildren.

OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service and creative solutions.

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school district.
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