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One of Ohio’s top school-funding experts honored with 2009 OSBA President’s Award


COLUMBUS — The Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) has bestowed one of its highest honors — the President’s Award — on Dr. Howard B. Fleeter.


Since 1980, the OSBA president has had the privilege of recognizing an individual who has had a tremendous influence on Ohio public education. The President’s Award is presented in recognition of dedicated leadership to education and a commitment to preserving lay control at the local, state and national levels.


OSBA President Tawana Lynn Keels, a school board member at Princeton City Schools and the Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Career Development, presented the prestigious award to Fleeter today at the OSBA Capital Conference and Trade Show in Columbus.


Fleeter has been a partner in the state and local government financing and tax policy consulting firm Driscoll & Fleeter (formerly Levin, Driscoll & Fleeter) since 2002. He also is a consultant for the Education Tax Policy Institute (ETPI), a consortium of school districts and other local government agencies that educates state policymakers and the public about the impact of changes in state and local tax policy on funding for education and other local services. Several OSBA staff members serve as ETPI trustees and officers.

He is the author of numerous policy studies and academic journal articles on education finance and state and local tax policy. Since his 1992 report, “Equity, Adequacy and Reliability in Ohio Education Finance” for Gov. George V. Voinovich’s Education Management Council, he has worked extensively with Ohio education policymakers to improve the state’s school-funding system. In 2009 this work included partnering with Gov. Ted Strickland and the Ohio General Assembly to refine and improve the new Ohio Evidence Based Model for school funding. 
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Fleeter earned a Ph.D in economics from the University of California Berkeley in 1990. He was a faculty member in the School of Public Policy and Management at Ohio State University from 1989-1999, where he taught courses in public sector economics, public finance, and state and local government finance. He was a four-time recipient of the school’s Faculty of the Year Award for excellence in teaching. Fleeter was also a faculty member in the School of Education at the University of Massachusetts Amherst from 1999-2001, where he taught courses in the economics of education and school finance.


OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service and creative solutions.

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school district.
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