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Cincinnati-area woman honored with 2010 OSBA President’s Award


COLUMBUS — The Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) has bestowed one of its highest honors — the President’s Award — on Carolyn Rutland-White.


Since 1980, the OSBA president has had the privilege of recognizing an individual who has had a tremendous influence on Ohio public education. The President’s Award is presented in recognition of dedicated leadership to education and a commitment to preserving lay control at the local, state and national levels.


OSBA President John Pennycuff, a school board member at Winton Woods City Schools, presented the prestigious award to Rutland-White today at the OSBA Capital Conference and Trade Show in Columbus.


Rutland-White is the president and founder of the Youth Motivational Learning Center (YMLC) in Forest Park. The grassroots, nonprofit center, in its ninth year, provides northern Cincinnati-area students and others free after-school academic tutoring and mentoring services.
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Since its inception, YMLC has helped educate over 300 students and 25 adults. The center has a focus on young African-American males, but offers a safe, fun place for all students to go for homework help, enrichment and developing life skills. Last school year 100% of the students attending the center increased their math and science grades by one letter and 85% improved by two letters. There also were impressive gains in other categories.


Rutland-White also is a nine-year volunteer math assistant at Winton Woods High School and helps academically at-risk students four days a week. She feels that building a connection with students in school will help them feel more comfortable attending tutoring sessions at YMLC.


Because of her passion for motivating young people to achieve, Rutland-White took early retirement from her executive position with Cincinnati-based Proctor & Gamble to found YMLC. With the exception of occasional small gifts from the local Kiwanis club, Walmart, her church or her friends, she pays the rent, utilities and all other expenses for the center out of her own pocket.


During her 27-year career with Proctor & Gamble, she was a leader in managing and directing domestic and international business needs for the Global Food and Beverage Product Supply Information Technology group. Proctor & Gamble honored her with the P&G Black Achiever award for achieving professional excellence and contributing to the Cincinnati and Hamilton County YMCA Black Achievers Youth Program.

Rutland-White earned a bachelor’s of science degree in mathematics and computer science from Alabama A&M University in 1974. Following college she served as a systems analyst with IBM in Lexington, Ky., before joining Proctor & Gamble.


OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service and creative solutions.

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school district.

        —30—

