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Local school board member earns prestigious statewide honor

COLUMBUS — Dr. Marilyn J. Carnes, a member of the Ross-Pike Educational Service Center Governing Board and Pickaway-Ross Career & Technology Center Board of Education, is among five public school board members named to the Ohio School Boards Association’s (OSBA) 2010 All-Ohio School Board. The board members will be recognized with the association’s most prestigious honor on Nov. 10 during the 55th annual OSBA Capital Conference and Trade Show in Columbus.

The other honorees and the districts they serve are: Kenneth E. Ault, Wood County Educational Service Center; JoAnn W. Feltner, Franklin City Schools; Gloria H. Lang, Liberty Local Schools in Trumbull County; and Ruth M. Nau, Noble Local Schools in Noble County.

OSBA Executive Director Richard Lewis will recognize the All-Ohio School Board members on the final day of the Capital Conference, a four-day convention attended by more than 10,000 Ohio school board members, superintendents, treasurers, business officials and other school leaders.

Every year, OSBA names one board of education member from each of its five regions — Central, Northeast, Northwest, Southeast and Southwest — to the All-Ohio School Board. The award recognizes outstanding service to public education and represents the dedication shown by thousands of board members across the state.
All-Ohio School Board candidates are nominated by their respective school boards; OSBA regional committees then select the five winners.

Carnes, who has been a school board member for 34 years, represents OSBA’s Central Region. She has served as board president or vice president for 14 of those years.
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The veteran board member is extremely supportive of the schools. She attends all activities at the Pickaway-Ross Career & Technology Center, as well as many events at the local school district level. She is a familiar face at school awards and recognition presentations.

Active on a number of civic fronts, Carnes is a member of the American Association of University Women and Altrusa Club International of Chillicothe, Ohio. She was Altrusa president for eight years and formed the organization’s scholarship foundation.

She is a member of OSBA’s Central Region Executive Committee and Delegate Assembly, and is her career center’s legislative liaison. Carnes has served as one of OSBA’s representatives on the Governor’s Institute for Creativity and Innovation in Education and was a member of OSBA’s Legislative Platform Committee in 2008. She demonstrates her commitment to professional development by regularly attending the OSBA Capital Conference and Central Region conferences.

Carnes also is a member of the Ohio Region 15 State Support Team Advisory Council. The team is one of 16 support teams that make up the state’s Educational Regional Service System.

In nominating Carnes, her board colleagues wrote: “Marilyn (demonstrated) her commitment to education when she stepped outside of her professional career of accounting to (earn) her master’s degree in education, followed by her doctorate degree in education at age 72. This truly is exemplary of her commitment and dedication to make a difference in education ... Her commitment reaches far beyond anyone’s expectations.”

The owner of an accounting business in Chillicothe, Carnes also is executive secretary for the David Meade Massie Trust. She and her husband David live near Chillicothe. They have two children.

OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service and creative solutions. 

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school board members.

Note to reporters, editors: OSBA’s All-Ohio School Board honorees have been told they are receiving the award. Please feel free to contact them for feature stories, comments or photos. Carnes’ phone number is (740) 772-5222). If you wish to cover the awards presentation in Columbus, please contact Scott Ebright, whose contact information is at the top of this release.
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