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Central Ohio school board member to become president of state association

COLUMBUS — Current Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) President-elect Cathy Johnson will become the new OSBA president on Jan. 1, 2011. 

Johnson has been a South-Western City Schools board member for nine years, serving two years as board president and one year as vice president. 

The veteran board member has held a host of OSBA leadership positions. She serves on the OSBA Central Region Executive Committee and was that region’s president in 2007. She has represented her region on the OSBA Board of Trustees, Executive Committee, Federal Relations Network, Legislative Platform Committee, Urban Commission and Conference Planning Committee. She also served on the association’s Visionary Initiatives for Strategic Action long-range planning team.
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Other statewide contributions include attending the Governor’s Institute for Creativity and Innovation in Education and serving with the Coalition for Equity & Adequacy of School Funding and the OSBA Board Member Cabinet. A retired educator, Johnson was one of the petitioners on the 2007 constitutional amendment drive to revise Ohio’s school-funding system. 

During her board career Johnson has participated in many school activities. She was president of Central Crossing High School’s PTSA and is a frequent visitor and familiar face at all 31 schools in the district. She also serves on a number of school board committees and foundations.

Nationally, Johnson served as a delegate representing the National School Boards Association Central Region and regularly attends NSBA’s Annual Conference.

The five-time recipient of the OSBA Award of Achievement also has earned OSBA’s Master Board Member award, a lifetime distinction. She spent her entire 30-year teaching career in the South-Western City School District. She left the classroom to become an early reading intervention/Reading Recovery specialist at Darbydale, Alton Hall and Darby Woods elementary schools.

Johnson and her husband Doug live in southwestern Franklin County and have two children.

OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service and creative solutions.

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school district.
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